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. ^ Pf* of USSM Sltttatloa . According to Mr. Draper, 

key French oiriloiais believe thai the risk of nr is no lower 
than it nas earlier thought to be. The Ambassador believes that 
this view is genuinely held and is not advanced in order to justify 
high French force goals and a correspondingly high level of US aid 
to France. 


6. Problem of German Support Costs . The Ambassador agreed 
that the British ears u n a b le to finance from their own resources 
the costs of m a int a in ing UK troops in Germany and that the Germans 
sill be most reluctant to meet these eosts once thair own military 
build-up begins. Ha said se could not afford tnsrely to substitute 
German for British divisions* and that some means will have to be 
found which sill enable the British to maintain the bulk of their 
feroee in Germany. 


To Third-Force Sentiment . The Aobaesador doubts that Western 
Europe can develop eurnolent 'strength to oooupy a middle position 
between the US and the USSR and believes that key officials in 
Western Europe believe that a close association with the US is 
necessary for the indefinite future. 


8. Frsnoh Position i n Indoc hina . The Ambassador believes 
that while the .Bench atlli feel they must eventually semahew be 
relieved of their present burden in Indochina, they are probably 
no closer to a decision to withdraw than they were months ago. 
He believes that the prestige faotar is of overriding importance 
and that the French realise that tteir position in the Far East* 
the Hear East and in Africa would be fatally weakened in the event 
they were to withdraw from Indochina. 
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